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JUVENILE FIRESETTING 
A listing of materials available at the Justice Institute Library 

 
 
 

GENERAL BOOKS 
 

 

Activities for Curiosity Firesetters by Laurie Birchill.  Portland, Or.:  Oregon Fire Education Association. 
(HV 6638 B573 1985) 

 
 

Addressing Juvenile Firesetting by Lenny Hollingsworth.  Burnaby, B.C.:  Simon Fraser University, in 
cooperation with Surrey Fire Services.  (HV 6638 H645 1994) 

 
 

Adolescent Firesetter Handbook:  Ages 14-18.  Washington, D.C.:  Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, United States Fire Administration.  (HV 6638 A364 1988) 

 
 

Arson and Juveniles:  Responding to the Violence:  A Review of Teen Firesetting and 

Interventions: Special Report.  TriData Corporation.  Washington, D.C.:  U.S. Fire 
Administration.  (TH 9180 M234 no.95) 

 
 

Children Playing with Fire by John R. Hall.  Quincy, Mass.:  National Fire Protection Association.   
 (HV 6638.5 U6 H345)  (Shelved in Statistics section.  For Library use only.) 

 
 

Children Who Set Fires:  A Manual for Mental Health and Fire Professionals edited by M. Kay 
Blackard and Mary R. Martin.  Bellevue, Washington:  Children’s Fire Prevention Program.   

 (RJ 506 P95 C457 1993) 
 
 

Curiosity Firesetters:  An Intervention Curriculum.  Salem, OR:  Oregon Fire Education Association.  
(HV 6638 C87 2006) 

 http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/JFSI/Curiosity_Curriculum_NEW.pdf?ga=t 
 
 

The Cycles of Firesetting:  An Oregon Model.  Salem, Or.:  Department of Oregon State Police.   
 (RC 569.5 P9 C924 1996) 
 
 

Diagnostic Interviewing of the Misbehaving Child by John F. Taylor.  Doylestown, Pa.:  mar*co 
products.  (RJ 503.6 T285 1989) 

 
 

Educational Intervention Activities for Children Who Set Fires.  Salem, Oregon:  Office of the State 
Fire Marshal.  (HV 6638 B573 1992) 

 
 

Firefighter’s Complete Juvenile Firesetter Handbook by Robert Cole, Robert Crandall, and Jerold Bills. 
Pittsford, N.Y.:  Fireproof Children Company.  (HV 6638 C643 1999) 
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Firesetting and Youth:  A Firesetting Prevention and Intervention Tool for Parents, Educators and 

Professionals by Paula Cook and Marc Proulx.  Brandon, Man.:  Manitoba, Office of the Fire 
Commissioner.  (HV 6638 C664 2002) 

 
 

Firesetting Children:  Risk Assessment and Treatment by George A. Sakheim and Elizabeth Osborn. 
Washington, D.C.:  Child Welfare League of America.  (HV 6638 S234 1994) 

 
 

FireWatch Juvenile Firesetter Education & Intervention Program Manual by Robert T. Whelan, 
Donna M. Fonte, and Anthony R. Braig.  New Orleans, La.:  Syndistar.  (HV 6638 W444 2001) 

 
 

Handbook On Firesetting in Children and Youth edited by David Kolko.  San Diego:  Academic Press.  
 (RJ 506 P95 H36 2002) 
 
 

Juvenile Firesetter Intervention Handbook by Jessica Gaynor.  Washington, D.C.:  The Administration. 
 (RJ 506 P95 G378 2000) 
 http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/fa-210.pdf 
 
 

Juvenile Firesetter Manual.  Victoria, B.C.:  Province of British Columbia, Office of the Fire 
Commissioner.  (HV 6638.5 C26 J884 2004 v.1) 

 
 

Juvenile Firesetter Manual:  Volume 2:  Educational Intervention.  Victoria, B.C.:  Province of British 
Columbia, Office of the Fire Commissioner.  (HV 6638.5 C26 J884 2004 v.2) 

 
 

Juvenile Firesetter Program:  Annual Report, 1990-91 submitted by Don Porth.  Portland, Or.:  Portland 
Bureau of fire, Rescue and Emergency Services.  (HV 6638 J884 1991) 

 
 

Juvenile Firesetting:  A Community Guide to Prevention & Intervention.  Pittsford, N.Y.:  Fireproof 
 Children/Prevention First.  (HV 9067 A76 J884 2006) 
 
 

Juvenile Firesetting:  A Research Overview by Charles T. Putnam, and John T. Kirkpatrick.  
 Washington, D.C.:  U.S. Dept. of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Office of Juvenile Justice 
 and Delinquency Prevention.  (HV 6638.5 U6 P845 2005) 
 http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/publications/PubAbstract.asp?pubi=12133 
 
 

Juvenile Firesetting Program:  In-House Training Program by Lenny Hollingsworth.  Surrey, B.C.:  
Surrey Fire Services.  (HV 6638 J8845 1994) 

 
 

Juvenile Firesetting Research Project 2000:  The Analysis of Youth Firesetting Behaviors prepared 
by Don Porth.  Portland, Or.:  SOS FIRES:  Youth Intervention Programs.  (HV 6638 P677 2000) 

 
 

A Literature Review of the Juvenile Firesetter by Lenny Hollingsworth.  Burnaby, B.C.:  Simon Fraser 
University, in cooperation with Surrey Fire Services.  (HV 6638 H646 1994) 

 
 

The National Juvenile Firesetter/Arson Control and Prevention Program: Vol. 1. User’s guide -- Vol. 

2. Fire service guide to a juvenile firesetter early intervention program. -- Vol. 3. Guidelines 

for implementation. -- Vol. 4.  Executive summary. -- Vol. 5.  Trainer’s guide.  Emmitsburg, 
Md.:  United States Fire Administration, Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

 (HV 6638 N286 1993 — 5 volumes) 
 
 

http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/fa-210.pdf
http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/publications/PubAbstract.asp?pubi=12133
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The National Juvenile Firesetter Arson Control and Prevention Program:  Assessment Report, 

Executive Summary by Royer F. Cook.  Washington, D.C.:  Office and Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention and the U.S. Fire Administration.  (HV 6638 N285 1989) 

 
 

The Portland Report:  A Report on the Juvenile Firesetting Program prepared by Don Porth.  
Portland, Or.:  Portland Bureau of Fire Rescue and Emergency Services.  (HV 6638 P677 1999) 

 
 

Preadolescent Firesetter Handbook:  Ages 0-7.  Washington, D.C.:  Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, United States Fire Administration.  (HV 6638 P744 1988) 

 
 

Preadolescent Firesetter Handbook:  Ages 7-13.  Washington, D.C.:  Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, United States Fire Administration.  (HV 6638 P745 1988) 

 
 

The Psychology of Child Firesetting:  Detection and Intervention by Jessica Gaynor and Chris 
Hatcher.  New York:  Brunner/Mazel.  (RJ 506 P95 G38 1987) 

 

 

Report of the NFPA Task Force on Juvenile Firesetting Inaugural Meeting:  October 16-18, 1993, 

Norwood, Massachusetts.  Quincy, Mass.:  National Fire Prevention Association.   
 (HV 6638 N467 1993) 
 

 

Report on Child Fireplay and Juvenile Fire Setting in Canada.  Association of Canadian Fire Marshals 
and Fire Commissioners.  (HV 6638 A873 1992) 

 
 

TAPP-C:  Clinician's Manual for Preventing and Treating Juvenile Fire Involvement by Sherri 
MacKay ... [et al.].  Toronto:  Centre for Addiction and Mental Health.  (RJ 506 P95 T36 2004) 

 http://www.camh.net/Publications/Resources_for_Professionals/TAPP-C/index.html 
 
 

TAPP-C:  Fire Service Educator's Manual:  A Guide for Stopping Juvenile Fire Involvement in the 

Community by Janice Johnstone ... [et al.].  Toronto:  Fire Marshal's Public Fire Safety Council.  
(HV 6638 J646 2004) 

 
 

 

GENERAL DVDs 
 

 

D980  In a Flash:  The Consequences of Youth Firesetting  (DVD, 12 minutes) 

The aim of this video is to show the dangers of fire and to expose young people to the 
tragic consequences of setting fires.  The central message is if you play with fire, you will 
get burned.  (Fire Safety Media)  (HV 6638 I54 2003) 

 
 

 

AUDIOVISUAL MATERIALS 
 

 

D877  Complete Juvenile Firesetting DVD Library (DVD, 68 minutes) 

  The disc contains six programs designed to help reach out to kids at risk for firesetting. 
The companion booklet contains lesson plans, video scripts, community intervention 
materials, as well as online resources available.   (Idea Bank)  (HV 6638 J884 2006) 

  Programs Included:  In their own words (1998) (12 min.) -- Four years after (2002) (8 
min.) -- Child firesetting & juvenile arson (1998) (10 min.) -- Interviewing kids at risk 
(1998) (10 min.) -- Making good choices (2006) (12 min.) -- Family focus (2006) (16 min.) 

http://www.camh.net/Publications/Resources_for_Professionals/TAPP-C/index.html
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V052  Fire at Their Fingertips  (video, 30 minutes) 

  Discusses characteristics of juvenile firestarters, as well as programs and techniques that 
have been used to counteract this problem.  (Government Employees Insurance Co.)  
(HV 6638 F577 1984) 

V056  The Firehawk Program  (video, 11 minutes) 

  Describes a Firehawk program for counseling juvenile firesetters, and shows how to start 
one.  Includes interviews with firefighters, juvenile firesetters, their mothers, and mental 
health specialists.  (Allstate Insurance Co.)  (HV 6638 F576 1985) 

V1262  Fireproof Children  (video, 21 minutes) 

  This video is an introduction to the problem of child firesetting that presents a proven 
model for intervention.  It covers the size of the problem, the profiles of the children 
involved, the structure and operation of a fire department program, the recognition of 
juvenile involvement, responses to the children and their families, and how to gain 
community support.  (Fire Engineering Books & Videos)   (HV 6638 F5734 1995) 

 
 

D587  In an Instant:  Fire Injury Prevention  (DVD, 39 minutes) 

Depicts the trauma burn unit of a major medical center where medical personnel work to 
save and treat victims of burn injuries.  Young burn survivors describe the painful process 
of healing, treatment, therapy, and learn how one simple mistake can lead to a lifetime of 
pain, disability and disfigurement.  The primary lesson is a simple one: the only true 
remedy for burn injury is prevention.  (Harder Productions)  (RD 96.4 I52 2003) 

V913  The Jamie Fort Story  (video, 30 minutes) 

  This is a story of a young girl who gets badly burned in a fire that leaves her very 
disfigured.  This story shows how we can succeed against great odds with hard work, 
determination, and a positive attitude.  (RD 96.4 J244 1988) 

V683  Just a Firecracker  (video, 9 minutes) 

  Through interviews with hospital emergency staff and the parents of a four-year-old victim 
of a firecracker accident, this video graphically refutes the notion that firecrackers are 
harmless toys.  (TP 300 J884 1990) 

V334  Juvenile Firesetter Program Public Service Announcement (Generic Version)  
  (video, 1 minute) 

  These are generic public service announcements produced by the Portland Fire Bureau 
for their Juvenile Firesetter Program.  They can be adapted for use by any fire 
department, and come in 30 second, 20 second and 10 second versions.   (Portland Fire 
Bureau)  (HV 6638 J884 1987) 

V1855  Marked by Fire  (video, 22 minutes) 

A documentary for junior high and high school students that tells the story of two fires, 
one caused by arson and one of unknown origin, and the lives that were forever changed 
by them.  The first story focuses on the young arsonist and how his life has been changed 
by being convicted of a felony and spending time in jail.  The second resulted in a young 
man being burned over 2/3 of his body -- shows his burns and explains the treatment; 
shows the scars he must live with.  (Insurance Federation of Minnesota)   
(HV 6638 M274 1996) 
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FIRESETTING - JOURNALS 
 

 

Hot Issues (Oregon Juvenile Firesetter Task Force) 
 
 
 
 

Last updated:  April 25, 2012 
Always current at:  http://www.jibc.ca/library/research-help/bibliographies 


